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Cultural Practices and Processes 
Unit 3 Vocabulary 

Each of the following vocab terms and concepts will be included on the unit exam. 
 

 

3.1 Introduction to Culture 
     Culture 
     Cultural Traits 
     Cultural Complex 
     Cultural Regions 
     Cultural Relativism 
     Popular Culture 
     Folk Culture 
     Ethnocentrism 
 
3.2 Cultural Landscapes 
     Cultural Landscapes 
     Ethnic Enclaves 
     Borders and Barriers 
     Cultural Realms 
     Traditional Architecture 
     Post Modern Architecture 
     Sequent Occupance 
 
3.3 Cultural Patterns 
     Globalization 
     Centripetal Forces 
     Centrifugal Forces 
 
3.4 Types of Diffusion 
     Cultural Hearth 
     Relocation 
     Expansion 
          Contagious 
          Hierarchical 
          Stimulus 
 
3.5 Historical Causes of Diffusion 
     Colonialism 
     Imperialism 
     Trade  
     Creolization 
     Lingua Franca 
      
3.6 Contemporary Causes of Diffusion 
     Urbanization 
     Globalization 
     Time-Space Convergence 
     Cultural Convergence 
     Cultural Divergence 

 
 

 

3.7 Diffusion of Religion and Language 
     Language Families 
     Pidgin Languages 
     Creole Languages 
     Toponyms 
     Official Languages 
     Religious Hearths 
     Universalizing Religions 
     Ethnic Religions 
     Religion and Cultural Landscapes 
 
3.8 Effects of Diffusion 
     Acculturation 
     Assimilation 
     Syncretism 
     Multiculturalism 
     Nativism 

 
 

 



 

 

Cultural Patterns and Processes 
Unit 3 – Text Assignment – Chapters 4, 6 and 7 

 

 Questions Length Due 

 
Q1 

a) Describe and explain how local cultures are sustained.  
b) Include in your response one example of a rural local culture and 

one example of an urban local culture - Explain specific steps that 
each has taken to sustain their cultures. 
 

 
1.5 pages 

 
Monday 

10/21 

 
Q2 

a) Identify the regions / countries that exert the greatest influence on 
pop culture. For each region / culture list the specific aspects of pop 
culture that they have the greatest influence. 

b) Choose a pop culture phenomenon and explain how it has diffused 
globally. 
 

 
1 page 

 
Friday 
10/25 

Q3 a) Write a four level analysis for the set of three graphs on page 177. 
b) Define lingua franca and global language. In your opinion is English 

a global language – support your answer with examples and data 
from the graphs? 
  

 
1.5 pages 

 
Monday 

10/28 

 
Q4 

a) Describe and explain how linguists attempt to reconstruct the 
vocabulary of ancient languages – include in your response the 
following related terms; sound shifts, backward reconstruction, 
deep reconstruction and language divergence. 

b) Describe and explain the two theories (conquest theory and 
agricultural/dispersal theory) for the diffusion of Proto-Indo-
European. 
 

 
1.5 pages 

 
Friday 
11/1 

 
Q5 

a) Define and explain secularism. 
b) Explain the rise of secularism. 

 

 
1 page 

 
Monday 

11/4 
 

 
Q6 

 

a) Summarize the diffusion of the five world religions – Islam, 
Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism and Christianity. Each summary 
should be 2 paragraphs. 
 

 
10 

paragraphs 

 
Wednesday/Thursday 

11/6 
11/7 

 

 


